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Welcome to Social Enterprise Scotland’s 
2012/13 Annual Report
All of us who work in, volunteer with or support social enterprise believe that we 
have a role to play in improving the economic, social and environmental landscape in 
Scotland. That applies at the local community level and for a larger enterprise involved 
in housing, social care or employability.
 
We are getting better at providing evidence of the positive impact we make on the lives 
of individuals and communities. Sometimes by putting a value on that - but also by 
telling the real life stories about the people we work with and the lives we help change.
 
Social Enterprise Scotland is a membership organisation that represents a large number 
of social enterprises throughout the country. We produce policy as a direct result of 
grassroots engagement with our social enterprise members and we will continue to be 
fully member-led.
 
Although awareness of social enterprise is growing in the media and among partners in 
the business and public sectors, many of us feel that our message has not penetrated 
far enough.
 
We now have a unique opportunity during the debate about Scotland’s future to get 
more people to see that social enterprise is a better way to do business - let’s ensure 
that we use this opportunity.

> Laurie Russell

Our year in numbers
4 Scottish local authorities as new Associate Members

8 per cent increase in members across all categories

17 events organised, marketed and delivered

22 social enterprises in the Social Enterprise Exchange supply chain

25 brand new start-up social enterprise members

41 relaunched or new e-bulletins for the public, MSPs, Media, Council Leaders and others

77 per cent of Social Enterprise Exchange delegates doing business on the day

100 per cent increase in Scottish Social Enterprise Awards 2012 applications

150 plus members of the public signed up to the new, free monthly e-bulletin

1,865 attendees across all Social Enterprise Scotland events

3,500 plus Twitter followers

30,132 unique website hits (up 29% on 2011/12)

Laurie Russell, Chair, 
Social Enterprise Scotland

You can get a full copy of the accounts by contacting: accounts@socialenterprisescotland.org.uk

£ 4,388 Profit for the year
2013

2012

£17,279 Profit for the year

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2013  2013   2012
   £    £  
Turnover  227,611  412,460  
Costs of sales   -  (137,174)    
Gross profit  227,611  275,286   
Administrative expenses  (224,594)  (259,319)  
Operating profit  3,017   15,967    
Other interest receivable and similar income  1,634  1,521
Profit on ordinary activities before taxation   4,651    17,488
Tax on profit on ordinary activites   (263)        (209)    
Profit of the year   4,388    17,279
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Social enterprise is a dynamic 
and inspiring way of doing 
business. Social enterprises 
are innovative, independent 
businesses that exist 
specifically for a social and/or 
environmental purpose. 

They aim to make money just like any 
private sector business but profits are 
always reinvested into their purpose. 
This more-than-profit approach is 
used by e.g. Co-operatives & Mutuals, 
Credit Unions, Housing Associations, 
Social Firms, Development Trusts 
and Community Interest Companies. 
Examples include: The Big Issue, 
Link Group, Kibble, The Wise Group, 
Impact Arts, The Grameen Foundation, 
Mondragon and the Homeless World Cup.

Social Enterprise Scotland 
exists to promote and build 
Scotland’s social enterprise 
movement as the national 
membership organisation. 

We raise the profile of social enterprise 
to the public and media and we’re 
Scotland’s social enterprise public 
policy campaigning body. We organise 
Scotland’s big, annual social enterprise 
trading, networking and learning 
event, we arrange the Scottish social 
enterprise awards, we send out a 
comprehensive social enterprise 
e-newspaper to members, we run 
regular local policy and networking 
events and we also founded the 
national policy forum for social 
enterprise in The Scottish Parliament.

What is Social 
Enterprise 
Scotland?

What do we do?What is social 
enterprise?

Social Enterprise Scotland is 
The Voice of Social Enterprise 
- uniting social enterprises 
and their supporters into a 
strong campaigning force. 

We’re your gateway to Scotland’s 
social enterprise community. We’re an 
independent, Scottish, membership-
led organisation, built and controlled 
by social enterprises. We promote a 
positive vision for social enterprise. 
Membership is open to anyone. 
Discover something new today: 
www.socialenterprisescotland.org.uk



Social Enterprise Scotland thanks all our supporters who have contributed 
so much over the past year. Your expertise and participation is what makes 
us strong and sustainable. We’re grateful for your support in making us an 
effective and efficient campaigning force.

The Voice of Social Enterprise

Thorn House, 5 Rose Street, Edinburgh EH2 2PR
0131 243 2650 

hello@socialenterprisescotland.org.uk
Registered as a company: SC294227
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Supporting Social Enterprise with: 

Fraser Kelly, Chief Executive, Duncan Thorp, Parliamentary, Policy and Communications 
Officer, Sine Munro, Business Development Manager, Kate Walshaw, Administrator, Hazel 
Hutchison, Finance Officer, Laurie Russell, Chair and the Board of Social Enterprise Scotland.

Anyone can be a member of Social Enterprise Scotland. It’s 
quick and easy to join. Visit the website and discover the great 
benefits, including exclusive special offers, and access our 
events and influential networks. Become a part of Scotland’s 
most exciting movement now: 
www.socialenterprisescotland.org.uk/join
 
We have members from all types of social enterprise, of every 
size and from every corner of Scotland: Hebridean Chocolates, 
You Can Cook, Talking Mats, Calman Trust, Aberdeen Foyer, 
Buchan Dial-a-Community Bus, ACE Recycling, Kidzeco, 
Cornerstone and Glasgow Housing Association.

95% of members feel their organisation has benefited from 
being one of our members. 73% of members think the 
organisation has made an impact on Scottish Government 
policy on social enterprise.

Source: Social Enterprise Scotland Member Survey.
 
Associate Members include: Glasgow Caledonian University, 
MacRoberts, Triodos Bank, North Lanarkshire Council, 
Royal Bank of Scotland, Scottish Council for Development 
and Industry, The Co-operative Bank, Renfrewshire Council, 
Scottish Financial Enterprise, Keegan & Pennykid and Unity 
Trust Bank.
 

Case Study

The Big Issue is one of the world’s leading social enterprises and 
works with around 2500 homeless and vulnerably housed people 
across the UK. It circulates over 100,000 copies of the magazine 
every week, with more than £5million for vendors in a year. The 
magazine has challenging, independent journalism, and secures 
exclusive interviews with superstars.

Case Study

Hebridean Chocolates is a well-known community owned social 
firm based in the Outer Hebrides. All of the people involved in the 
business have issues accessing the job market, most are under 
25 and many have learning and other disabilities. All chocolate is 
handmade in-house.
 

Case Study

Kibble is Scotland’s national specialist provider of services for 
young people. A leading social enterprise and charity, Kibble works 
with those aged 12 to 24 and offers uniquely integrated services, 
including Secure, Intensive Residential, Full Educational Curriculum, 
Training and Employment. Kibble provides safety and stability so 
that young people can play a useful part in society.

Join Scotland’s dynamic social enterprise movement!

We’d love to hear from you:  0131 243 2650   hello@socialenterprisescotland.org.uk

Case Study

Link Group Ltd is one of Scotland’s leading social enterprises, 
providing housing and related services for the last 50 years. Link 
offers new and improved homes for rent and sale, community 
development, regeneration and support/advice and care. In 
partnership with communities in 24 local authority areas, it 
delivers health facilities and environmental, employability and 
financial inclusion initiatives. Link reaches almost 10,000 people, 
with an annual turnover of £34m and 400 staff.


